The cellophane-over-agar technique has been shown to give high titers of enterotoxins A, B, and C for routine testing of staphylococci for enterotoxigenicity.
saline and centrifuged, and the supernatant fraction was tested for enterotoxin, by using a microslide gel-diffusion technique (11). The lowest levels of enterotoxins detected were 1.0 to 1.5 ,ug/ml.
BHI and CH agars were equally suitable for production of all three enterotoxins. The concentration of enterotoxins in preparations by using the cellophane technique was four to eight times greater than in shake-flask supernatant fractions (Table 1 ). The cellophane preparations have the added advantage of being relatively free from contamination with medium constituents. Cellophane-sac cultures give higher titers (5), but the cellophane-over-agar technique is simpler to use, more economical in medium and incubator space, and therefore particularly suitable for routine screening of staphylococci.
The technique was therefore used to determine the incidence of enterotoxigenicity in staphylococci in New Zealand. Clinical strains of staphylococci were isolated from lesions in hospital patients, bovine strains came from mastitic cows in six herds, and NCTC strains were those used for propagating phages. Ten of 27 clinical strains and (6) . All strains were phage-typed (3). The enterotoxigenic staphylococci were not restricted to any particular phage groups, in agreement with other investigations (9, 10 
